5.4 SELECTION OF CHILDREN’S MATERIALS

The Squamish Public Library board recognizes the role that books and literacy materials play in the development of
children as individuals.

Materials will consist of titles selected from reviews in reputable journals and standard lists of recommended
children's literature. Selection will be carried out by the library director or designate. Factors influencing book
selection include:

e Age level for which the material is intended

e Literary quality, including originality of plot, character development and style

e Design, including effectiveness of illustrations and format and overall physical quality

e Accurate, up-to-date and objective presentation of material

e Relationship of book to the total children's collection

e Canadian content/authors

Discards and replacements

Careful discarding is as critical as careful book selection in maintaining an effective collection. Worn, torn or
physically dirty books will be discarded. Books which have become outdated including books which are no longer
relevant to the community will be discarded. Children's taste in storybooks changes and collections will recognize
this fact.

All books to be replaced will be given careful consideration as to their value to the collection as a whole.
Replacements will be checked against lists of standard juvenile books for later and/or better editions as well as for
new titles on the same subject. All last copies to be discarded will be carefully checked before removing them from
the collection.

Special Areas

Cooperation with Schools

The school curriculum will be kept in mind when selecting informational books with the same standards being
applied as are applied to other titles in the collection. Emphasis will be placed on selecting accurate but readable
books rather than factual textbook type of materials. The library does not supply texts for school courses.

Books in Languages other than English
Books in languages other than English shall be provided, to reflect residents’ first languages.

Books in Series
Evaluation will be on an individual series basis. Representative titles of series exhibiting originality of approach or
having an enduring appeal for children will be included in the collection.

Books for Young Adults
Young adult materials are selected to fulfill the information needs and interests specific to young adults.

Sex Education Books
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Informational books for children on human reproduction, development and growth are purchased by the library.
These books are selected according to the library's general selection criteria and are chosen to provide a variety of

perspectives while maintaining scientific accuracy.
Reference Books

Children's reference collections will be limited to basic encyclopedias, atlases and dictionaries. There will be no
attempt to duplicate the stock in the adult reference department.
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