5.3 SELECTION OF ADULT MATERIALS

Squamish Public Library provides a wide range of library materials as efficiently and as economically as
possible.

In accordance with its mission, the Squamish Public Library matches its collections to the needs and interests of
the community. The library has a responsibility to foster interest as well as to sustain it.

While demand is an important criterion in most selection decisions, other equally important criteria are
existing library holdings, relevance to the community, verity, readability and the quality of presentation.

Applying these criteria, the professional staff shall select materials from reviews and bibliographies, from
patrons' requests and through personal knowledge and inspections.

Squamish Public Library provides materials to support informal education. The library does not provide
multiple copies of individual books required for student assignments at formal educational institutions.
Textbooks and scholarly materials are purchased only when they are the best or only source of information on
a subject.

The collection of materials should be sufficient in supply to render the library a dependable source of
information for most people outside formal educational institutions.

Squamish Public Library, recognizing that materials which may be unpopular or offend one person may be
acceptable or of merit to another, will provide, as far as possible, materials on all sides of controversial issues,
including representations of unpopular or unorthodox positions, without censorship or bias, providing the
materials give evidence of a sincere desire to be informative.

Community Orientation

Squamish Public Library recognizes its obligations to satisfy the reading needs of a large group of people with
varied backgrounds, reading levels, tastes and interests.

Suggestions from the Public

Suggestions from patrons for purchase of a new title that the patron thinks would be useful for the collection
will be considered. Suggestions for removing a specific title will be dealt with through the challenges procedure
inPolicy 5.2.

Discards

In order to keep the collection useful, the discarding of library materials is as important as the initial selection.
Materials will be systematically weeded from the collection according to accepted professional practices. Other
materials may be rebound or replacement copies acquired. Last copies of important titles may be retained.

Book Sales
Books discarded from the Squamish Public Library may be sold through the book sales organized by the Board
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or Friends of the Library or donated to other organizations.

Canadian, British Columbia and Squamish Materials

Squamish Public Library recognizes a special obligation to purchase and preserve materials which convey
detailed information about Canada, the Province of British Columbia, the community of Squamish and its
residents.

Books in Languages other than English

Books in languages other than English shall be provided, to reflect residents’ first languages.
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