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Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro 

Discussion Questions  

1. What do you think of the author’s choice to tell this story through Klara’s perspective? 

How would this book have been different if it was told through a human’s eyes?   

2. Does the term “Artificial Friend” resonate at all with you now, as a contemporary 

reader in the age of social media? What’s the difference in interaction between kids 

and their “artificial” versus their real/human friends?  

3. What does Klara’s connection to the Sun suggest about the nature of her inner world? 

Is her understanding of its power based mostly on what seems to be the plain facts of 

her existence- that she is powered by solar energy- or something deeper?  

4. What was your opinion on the plan to turn Klara into an avatar of Josie? Who would 

have benefitted most from Josie being able to “live” on in another form?  

5. What did you think of the place where Klara is sent after Josie is finished with her? 

What does this bring up about the moral and ethical considerations of integrating 

more AI into society?  

6. Klara is an outdated model of AF, children who haven’t been “lifted” are kept from 

schools, and workers are dispensable and unwanted. How do you feel about this 

recurring theme of obsolescence? How do we treat obsolescent people and things?  

7. What has changed about each of the characters by the end of the book? Have they 

grown? Have their circumstances improved? Did you find it hopeful? Or tragic?  

8. Would you describe the relationship between Klara and Josie as love? Where did you 

notice what seemed like genuine love to you in the novel?  

9. Did you feel like Klara had a soul? Did the tone of the book have a soul? Do you think 

you have to be human to have a soul? 

 

Themes to discuss: Technology, Obsolescence, Artificial Intelligence, Privilege & Class  
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