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Women Talking by Miriam Toews 

Discussion Questions 

1. This story is told through August Epp’s notes from the women’s meetings. Why do 

you think Toews chose August to be the narrator? Do you believe he faithfully 

recounts the discussions and plans of the women of Molotschna? How do you think 

his gender and his experiences shape his telling? 

 

2. When the perpetrators of the rapes return to Molotschna “the women will be given 

the opportunity to forgive these men, thus guaranteeing everyone’s place in heaven. 

If the women don’t forgive the men…the women will have to leave the colony for the 

outside world, of which they know nothing.” (pp 5) This role of “forgiveness” is two-

fold: in the first case it is a theological requirement for eternal life in heaven, and 

crucial tenet of the women’s faith. On the other hand, forgiveness ensures the survival 

of the colony as it has always been, with a rigid patriarchal structure and male control. 

How would you approach forgiveness in the face of such trauma?  

 

3. Towards the very end of the novel, there is a sense of foreboding of whether the 

women can truly get away from the colony and start anew. Can they? Did the novel 

end hopefully or fearfully for you?  

 

4. On page 114–115 the women discuss who will educate the boys and men of the 

colony, who will “teach them to behave like human beings.” Some of the women of 

Molotschna believe it is the men’s job to learn this for themselves and act accordingly, 

others think it is women’s responsibility to teach the boys and men the proper way in 

which to behave in the world. In today’s society, who bears the responsibility for 

teaching men, and particularly boys, how to live respectfully and equitably with girls 

and women? Has this changed in recent years? If it has, why and in response to what? 

 

5. Are you surprised that the women of Molotschna never appear to lose their faith in 

God despite what religion has cost them? The women make plans to leave the colony, 

but why don’t they choose to leave the Mennonite faith entirely? 

Themes to discuss: Trauma, Religion & Spirituality, Forgiveness, Community, Gender  
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