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Jonny Appleseed by Joshua Whitehead 

Discussion Questions 

1. This book is a novel that feels a lot like a memoir. How did this affect your reading 

experience? Did it feel more like fiction or non-fiction to you?  

2. In the “kinanâskomitin” (thank you) section at the back of the book, Whitehead says “I 

write this book with the goal of showing you that Two-Spirit and queer Indigenous 

folx are not a “was,” that we are not the ethnographic and romanticized notations of 

“revered mystic” or “shamanic,” instead we are an is and a coming.” (p. 221) How does 

this book represent Two-Spirit people as an “is” rather than a “was”? 

3. There are Cree words throughout the book. What was your experience of reading an 

Indigenous language interspersed with English? Did it feel different than seeing 

another foreign language? If so, how? 

4. How do safe spaces, or the lack thereof, play a role in Jonny’s life both on reserve and 

in Winnipeg? Does he have a safe space, and if so, where?  

5. On page 88, the narrator says "Funny how an NDN 'love you' sounds more like 'I'm in 

pain with you.'” How does Jonny’s relationship with Tias reflect that sentiment? 

6. The book explores themes of sexuality and sex-work, alongside Indigeneity (i.e. Jonny 

is fetishized for being Indigenous). What was it like to read about how Jonny is treated 

as an Indigenous sex worker? What was it like to read the more graphic content? 

7. Back on the reserve, Jonny says “Who the hell gonna love me now, Kokum?” (p. 217) In 

what ways did his kokum show love to him? How is his relationship with his mother 

different from his relationship with his grandmother? 

8. One review calls Jonny Appleseed “a story of decolonial love in a colonized world” 

(Hardwick and Laboucan, Canadian Literature, 2019). What does that mean to you, 

and how is “decolonial love” portrayed throughout the book? 

 

Themes to discuss: Intergenerational Trauma, Racism, Homophobia, Community, Family & 

Kinship 
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