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Q. Describe your pieces in this exhibit. What was your creative stimulus?  

A. There are three areas of exploration being presented in this display….all relating 
to the concept of Garden.  

The first is a series of wall triptychs or sconces. These pieces are inspired by the work 
of American ceramic artist Bennett Bean. Bennett (I hesitate to call him Mr. Bean) 
throws his pieces on the potter’s wheel, cuts and reassembles them, pit fires them 
and then finishes them with gold leaf and acrylics. His work motivated me to make 
what are simple slab built forms referencing lilies or curled leaves, Obvara or Baltic 
Raku fire them, which marks them them in an unpredictable and natural way….and 
then paint them to accentuate the rhythm and undulating movement of each piece. 
There is a play between the consciously applied marks and those produced 
accidentally by the firing. 

The second is a presentation of Funerary Urns. I was first approached to make Urns 
over 30 years ago…..it’s humbling as a ceramist to be asked to make a vessel to 
hold human remains; vessels which although they have a function, are largely 
ceremonial pieces…. They have the title “Back to the Garden”.  Each wheel thrown 
covered container is mounted on a hand built ‘plinth’.  The urns have been carved 
with stylized leaves to catch the markings of the Obvara Raku firing. The lid has 
been thrown with a decorative finial added. 
* Obvara or Baltic Raku is not food safe. It should not be used in the oven, 
microwave or dishwasher. Because it is not glazed it is not waterproof. 

The third area of exploration was suggested to me by my neighbour Rick Albert.  On 
a recent trip, he had seen wooden ‘stands’ with ceramic orbs on top. Rick suggested 
that we collaborate .…he would make the cedar bases and I’d throw and glaze the 
orbs. Because they have to withstand weathering, the orbs have to be sealed with 
glaze….this is where the fun part of the project began…dripping and pouring 
several different colours, textures and sheens of glaze yielded many surprises. I went 
on to make some larger spheres to just ‘sit’ on the ground…. Garden Art 



Q. Your Background? 

A.When I first touched clay, over 50 years ago at Community College level, I knew it 
was the medium for me.  After my Bachelor’s I took a Post Graduate Teaching 
Degree….and became a classroom teacher for many years. During those years, I 
never lost touch with clay; hand building, throwing, glazing, firing.  I have also never 
denied myself any opportunity to experiment with different forming techniques, 
firings and finishes.  
With clay, the possibilities are endless….. I will never stop playing with clay and 
never stop learning.  
I am committed to the concept of local Guilds and clubs…..the free sharing and 
exchange of techniques and information in such an immense field as ceramics is 
crucial for an individual’s growth. At the moment we have the B.C. Potters’ Guild in 
Vancouver and the much younger Sea to Sky Potters’ Guild serving Pemberton 
through to Squamish. I look forward to the day when Squamish has its own 
community pottery studio …. 

Q. Who are you hoping to engage with your art? 

A. Asking the question “who is it for and what is it for”? 
Throughout time and in every society, the potter was in the employ of her own 
community…making objects of utility and beauty.  
3 thousand years ago, the Egyptian artist knew exactly what was expected of her; 
her job was to immortalize the pharaoh and his family…their daily lives, their 
ceremonial duties…a beautiful document if you like. 
A thousand years ago, the artist was in the employ of the church. His job was to 
create objects to glorify God.  
200 years ago, it was sufficient for the artist to record daily life, to celebrate the 
beauty of flowers, children, a ship, a sunset. 
Nowadays, do any of us who create have an audience in mind? 
With a book, an author writes out the story and ideas she wishes to share…those 
who read it come to the book with their own experiences and expectations, their 
own life story …..the book speaks to them or not. A connection is made or not. My 
hope is that your emotions are engaged when standing in front of my work, that you 
react to a piece viscerally…that you relate to it as something which feels right…
which should be there…which stands on its own merits…that it makes a connection. 



Q What’s something people would be surprised to learn about your process? 

A. Making with clay forces the ceramist to be a philosopher, to be accepting.        
So many times, a promising piece doesn’t come through the firing. There’s 
cracking..there’s warping, there’s glaze runs. Sometimes, a whole firing is 
disappointing. So much pottery comes under the hammer…so many seconds and 
thirds…Clearly too, very often there are wonderful surprises …gifts from the kiln. 
Thank goodness it’s so much fun to use, or I’d have given up years ago. 

Creating with clay is essentially a solitary process…but about five years ago, Andrea 
Hoff and I started having outdoor Raku firings and inviting others interested in 
experimental firings to take part. The Wall Triptychs and Funerary Urns in this 
display are some of the results of our last “Baltic” or “Obvara” Raku firing.  

Q. How is your work evolving over time? 

A. I have always been predominantly a functional potter… often making tableware, 
kitchenware or serving ware to order. Over the last 2 years, Covid 19 has given 
me an opportunity to reassess my relationship with clay. Like most of us, I’ve 
been spending a lot more of my time at home, in the garden, and in the studio. I 
have been able to step away from the mugs, teapots, bowls and butter dishes to 
collaborate with others like Andrea to do experimental Raku firings, and Rick… 
to combine media to make one of a kind pieces.                                                                    
For most artists, many ideas become “evolutionary dead ends” for one reason or 
another. For this show alone I had several projects which didn’t work out….I 
made a series of large bowls called “Les Fleurs du Mal”….they had black 
backgrounds with slip and underglaze decorated interiors. The colours washed 
out, the glaze went milky, obliterating the designs….great idea, didn’t work.  I 
may revisit them in the future when I can experiment with brighter colours and 
clearer glazes. Another idea was a series of floor standing steles…”The Mother, 
Daughter and Holy Ghost”, standing up to 3 foot high…they were sgraffito 
decorated with plant and floral designs. They were too heavy and cumbersome…
I made one and put the idea on the back burner. Then came a series of vases, 
looking a bit like the sconces, but mounted on bases. They were very difficult to 
balance and I lost several in the firing.  This doesn’t mean I won’t revisit the ideas 
sometime in the future… 

     My experimental work informs my functional work and vice versa.  



Left. 
Title: Silver Triptych #1 
Description: Hand built Raku clay sconce.  
Coated with terra sigillata and burnished.  
Baltic Raku fired. Post firing acrylics. 
Size: 22” tall x 8” wide. 
Price: $235.00 
 

Right. 
Title:  Silver Triptych #2 
Description: Hand built Raku clay sconce. 
Coated with terra sigillata and burnished. 
Baltic Raku fired. 
Post firing acrylics. 
Size: 22” tall x 8” wide. 
Price: $235.00. 



Left:

Title: Silver Triptych #3

Description: Hand built Raku clay 
sconce. Coated with terra sigillata 
and burnished. Baltic Raku fired.

Post firing acrylics

Size: 22” tall x 8” wide.

Price: $235.00

Right:

Title: Gold Triptych #1

Description: Hand built Raku 
clay sconce. Coated with 
terra sigillata and burnished. 
Baltic Raku fired.

Post firing acrylics

Size: 21” tall x 9” wide.

Price: $235.00




Left: 
Title: Gold Triptych #2  
Description: Hand built Raku clay 
sconce. Coated with terra sigillata 
and burnished. Baltic Raku fired. 
Post firing acrylics. 
Size: 21” tall x 10” wide. 
Price: $235.00 

Right:

Title: Gold Triptych #3

Description: Hand built Raku 
clay sconce. Coated with 
terra sigillata and burnished. 
Baltic Raku fired.

Post firing acrylics

Size: 18” tall x 9” wide.

Price: $235.00




Left:  
Title: Back to the Garden Funerary Urn #1. 
Description: Thrown and hand built Raku clay  
Coated with terra sigillata and burnished.  
Baltic Raku fired. 
Size:19” tall x 7” wide. 
Price: $275.00 

 

Right: 
Title:  Back to the Garden Funerary Urn #2. 
Description: Thrown and hand built Raku 
clay. Coated with terra sigillata and 
burnished. 
Baltic Raku fired. 
Size: 17” tall x 6” wide. 
Price: $275.00   



Left:  
Title: Back to the Garden Funerary Urn #3 
Description: Thrown and hand built Raku clay. 
Coated with terra sigillata and burnished. 
Baltic Raku fired. 
Size: 18” tall  x 7” wide. 
Price: $275.00 

Right: 
Title: Back to the Garden Funerary Urn 
#4. 
Description: Thrown and hand built Raku 
clay. Coated with terra sigillata and 
burnished. Baltic Raku fired. 
Size: 17” tall  x 7” wide. 
Price: $275.00 



Left: 
Title: Back to the Garden Funerary Urn # 5 
Description: Thrown and hand built Raku clay. 
Coated with terra sigillata and burnished. Baltic 
Raku fired. 
Size: 17” tall  x 7” wide. 
Price: $275.00.  

 

Right: 
Title: Back to the Garden Funerary 
Urn #6. 
Description: Thrown and hand built 
Raku clay. Coated with terra sigillata 
and burnished. Baltic Raku fired. 
Size: 17” tall x 7” wide. 
Price: $275.00 



Left:  
Title: Cedar stand with ceramic orbs. #1 
Description: Thrown and glazed ceramic 
orbs mounted on a hand built cedar stand. 
Size: 36” tall x 8” wide x 8” deep. 
Price: $350.00 
 

Right: 
Title: Cedar stand with ceramic orbs #2 
Description: Thrown and glazed ceramic 
orbs mounted on a hand built cedar 
stand. 
Size: 31” tall x 8” wide x 8” deep. 
Price: $350.00 



Left: 
Title: Cedar stand with ceramic orbs #3. 
Description: Thrown and glazed ceramic orbs 
mounted on a hand built cedar stand. 
Size: 37” tall x 7” wide x 7” deep. 
Price: $350.00 

 

Right:  
Title: Cedar stand with ceramic orbs #4. 
Description: Thrown and glazed ceramic orbs 
mounted on a hand built cedar stand.Size: 
38” tall x 7” wide x 7” deep. 
Price: $350. 



Left: 
Title: Garden Orb #1 
Description: Thrown and 
glazed ceramic orb on a flat 
base. 
Size: 6” sphere. 
Price: $65.00 
 

Right: 
Title: Garden Orb #2. 
Description: Thrown and 
glazed ceramic orb on a 
flat base. 
Size” 6” sphere. 
Price: $65.00 



     3 x 6” diameter blue orbs…$65.00 each. 

Orbs and cedar stands can be made to order. 
Please allow 2 months for delivery.


